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From Garvey to NZ Rastafarianism 

Today’s Goals: 
Black Nationalism 
Garveyism 
Rastafarianism 
NZ Rastafarianism 

Watch: 
Haile Selassie, “War” speech to the UN 1963. 
Haile Selassie I visits Jamaica 1966 (BBC documentary “The Lion of Judah”). 
Bob Marley, “War” London 1977. 
Bob Marley, “NZ Welcome” 1979 
Children of Zion, Patel 2000. 

Useful names and terms: 
Jamaica– Slavery was abolished in Jamaica in 1834, Crown 
Colony 1865-1962 
Kingston – the capital; (only) city in Jamaica 
Trenchtown – ghetto area in Kingston 
The Pinnacle – community (est. 1942, burned down in 1958) 
Maroons (from the word marronage or American/Spanish cimarrón: "wild, savage, fugitive, 
runaway living on mountaintops"; from Spanish cima: "top, summit"): runaway slave in the 
West Indies, Central America, South America, or North America. 
Edward Wilmot Blyden, LLD. (1832-1912) 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey (1887- 1940) 
UNIA - Universal Negro Improvement Association: est. in 1914 by Garvey in Kingston 
Black Star Line, Ltd. - Shipping Line incorporated by Marcus Garvey; operated between 
1919-1922. Symbolised return of former slaves to Africa. 
Hailie Selassié I - born Tafari Makonnen (1892-1975) crowned 1930 Emperor of Ethiopia 
Leonard Percival Howell (1898-1981) 
The Ethiopian Orthodox Church- Oriental Orthodox church in Ethiopia, 36 million 
adherents worldwide, largest of all Oriental Orthodox churches. 
Amharic (not Aramaic) - a Semitic language spoken in North Central Ethiopia; “official” 
language of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 
Bob Marley; Nesta Robert Marly (1945-1981). 
Marley was affiliated with the 12 Tribes Mansion of Rastafari, most common in NZ 
Babylon – a political institution, a country, an economic system, or even a single police officer. 
Jah – The Rastafarian name for God. 
Zion – heaven,  Ethiopia. 
Dreadlocks – uncombed hair; it matts like felt. Leviticus prohibits cutting hair. 
According to Barry Chavannes, dreadlocks became popular when Rastas saw images of the Mau- 



Mau freedom fighters from Kenya (the Mau Mau apparently helped Haile 
Sealssie fend off the invasion by Italy in 1936.) Another scholar, Linda 
Ainouche, argues that Indian migrant workers introduced dreadlocks and 
the consumption of ganja to Jamaica. 
“a chapter a day” - of King James Bible 
hermeneutics, “hermeneutics of suspicion” 
“writs and writes” 
Te Kooti Arikirangi Te Turuki (1820 – 1893) 
Wharekauri penal settlement, Chathams Islands 
Ringatu Church, est. 1866 (if not earlier) 
Mount Hikurangi- sacred mountain, believed to be the burial place of Te Kooti 
Ruatorian Dread- NZ Rastafarians- est. early 1980s near Mt. Hikurangi in Ruatoria 
Chris Campbell (1958-1990); Jah Rastafari, the leader predicted by Te Kooti 
Rayonier Forestry = Babylon for the Ngati Dread 
Moko – traditional Maori facial tattoo 

Rastafarian Biblical references 
Rastafarians compare their exile from Africa via the means of slavery with the Israelites 
exile to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chronicles 25). Hence the word “Babylon” is 
used for any system that oppresses. There is also a comparison to the Israelites who were 
enslaved in Egypt before they went to the Promised Land. 
Psalm 68:31 is understood as a reference to Haile Selassié: “Princes shall come out of 
Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto GOD” 
Rastafarians understand Revelation 19:16 and 5:2-5, and Ezekiel 28:25 as biblical prophecy 
about Haile Selassié. 
Other Bible verses used by Rastafarians in support of this belief: Revelations 22 :16, 
Ezekiel 30, Epistle to Timothy, Psalms 9, 18, 68, 76, 87:4, Isaiah 9, Revelations 17:14 (a 
prediction of Haile Selassié’s return to Ethophia in 1941 from exile). 

                “The Prophecy” by Marcus Garvey, published 8 November 1930 in 
the Jamaican newspaper, The Blackman 

Last Sunday, a great ceremony took place at Addis Ababa, the capital of Abyssinia. It was the 
coronation of the new Emperor of Ethiopia -- Ras Tafari. From reports and expectations, the scene 
was one of great splendor, and will long be remembered by those who were present. Several of the 
leading nations of Europe sent representatives to the coronation, thereby paying their respects to a 
rising Negro nation that is destined to play a great part in the future history of the world. Abyssinia 
is the land of the blacks and we are glad to learn that even though Europeans have been trying to 
impress the Abyssinians that they are not belonging to the Negro Race, they have learned the retort 
that they are, and they are proud to be so. 

Ras Tafari has travelled to Europe and America and is therefore no stranger to European hypocrisy 
and methods; he, therefore, must be regarded as a kind of a modern Emperor, and from what we 
understand and know of him, he intends to introduce modern methods and systems into his country. 
Already he has started to recruit from different sections of the world competent men in different 
branches of science to help to develop his country to the position that she should occupy among the 
other nations of the world.


